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In lieu of a President’s Message, this month we’re printing a lightly edited version of Benjamin
Gyimah’'s commentary on his bar mitzvah Torah portion.

| would like to begin by summarizing my Torah portion, Vayigash. Joseph was the favorite child from the beginning and
his brothers did not appreciate it. The brothers retaliated and sold Joseph into slavery. For many years, Joseph lived in
Egypt and was eventually selected by the pharaoh to be the second-in-command and Joseph became very powerful.
Benjamin, the youngest brother, was accused of theft and Judah offered himself into slavery in Benjamin’s place. Judah
had promised his father Jacob that Benjamin would return home safely. Judah was willing to do anything to keep his
promise, and his speech to Joseph is the longest in the book of Genesis.

When Joseph saw Judah’s loyalty to Benjamin, he revealed himself as their brother. Joseph did not focus on his brothers’
past disloyalty. Instead, he asked them to let their father know that he was alive. Judah and Benjamin rushed to tell Jacob
in Canaan and the family was reunited in Egypt after 22 years. On the way, Jacob prayed and received a divine promise
from G-d that everything would be ok. The family settled in a fertile area of Egypt, which was a good place to be during
an on-going drought.

There are a few themes in this Torah portion that relate to my life. The first is trust. Like Jacob, | have packed up every-
thing and moved to another country multiple times. | knew my family would be with me, but that everything else would
be different. | trusted that everything would be ok and that G-d would protect my family. Another theme is loyalty. |
would never sell my sisters into slavery, although they definitely annoy me sometimes. Judah’s feelings toward Joseph
changed as he matured, like | have. Judah kept his word to Jacob to bring Benjamin safely home. | am a First Class Boy
Scout and in the Scout Oath we must commit to being physically strong, mentally awake, and morally straight. | commit-
ted to a 50 mile, 5 day hike to earn a hiking merit badge. The first day was cold, rainy, and | dropped my backpack in the
water and ruined my supplies. It was hard to keep my commitment, but | pushed through and completed the hike.

The last part of the story that was relevant to me was the family reunion. We have lived overseas or far away from family
since | was 3 years old. This year has been very special to me and thankfully less dramatic than the Torah’s story. Prepar-
ing for my bar mitzvah was difficult because of moving, learning to read the Torah, and the long commitment. | complet-
ed 13 mitzvot in preparation for my bar mitzvah, including donating coloring books and crayons at a hospital; delivering
cookies to the fire and police stations on Thanksgiving; donating money to a man falsely imprisoned for 43 years; and
packing meals and handing out food to the homeless. | am excited and honored to have this rite of passage into Jewish
adulthood. Thank you to all of the people who helped me prepared for today, including Rabbi Ken in Hawaii, Rabbi Emily
and Cantor Ruben in North Carolina, Rabbi Yonnie in Virginia, Chaplain Pekar and Mr. Sammy Fineman in Okinawa, Miss
Diane, and Cantor Scheff and Rabbi Rappeport.

Shalom

Abigail Anthony

Temple Shalom is an embracing, supportive, vibrant community which is committed to observing Conservative Judaism in a contemporary and progressive tradition and
which is devoted to the continuation of Jewish values, education and culture. Temple Shalom honors the diversity of its members and is dedicated to their spiritual, intel-
lectual and religious growth.




Schedule of Services at Temple Shalom
January- February 2022

Temple Shalom strongly recommends wearing a mask indoors regardless of vaccination status.

Friday evening, January 7th at 6:00 pm Friday evening, February 4th at 6:00 pm
Family Shabbat with Cantor Scheff Family Shabbat with Cantor Scheff
Yahrzeits observed Yahrzeits observed

Saturday morning, January 8" @ 10:00 AM Friday evening, February 11th 7:00 pm
Shabbat Service with Rabbi Loel Weiss Kabbalat Shabbat —

Rabbi Daniel Kripper will lead the worship

Friday evening, January 14th — 6:30 PM Yahrzeits observed

Martin Luther King Jr. Shabbat
Cantor Scheff, Daniel Berkman and the Voice of Unity Choir Friday evening, February 18th at 7:00 pm

Yahrzeits observed Kabbalat Shabbat -

Friday evening, January 21% at 7:00 pm Daniel Berkman will lead the worship

Kabbalat Shabbat — Yahrzeits observed

The Cantor will lead the worship Friday evening, February 25 at 7:00 pm

Yahrzeits observed Kabbalat Shabbat —

Friday evening, January 28th at 7:00 pm The Cantor will lead the worship

Kabbalat Shabbat — Yahrzeits observed
The Cantor will lead the worship
Yahrzeits observed
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We have returned our Chanukiyot to the closet or the shelves where they spend the year in anticipation of our next celebra-
tion of rededication. It has been a difficult year, this 2021. It has seen a variety of events that we could not have imagined.
In spite of these things, like the pandemic, violence, and so many other sadness’s, we must move on. We are told to ‘Choose
Life! Let us rededicate our purpose here on earth the idea of Tikkun Olam -Repairing the World. It was such a joy to have
our friends in faith together under our roof for the renewal of the annual Thanksgiving Eve Interfaith Service. We can
continue the spirit of Tikkun Olam together on the Shabbat Eve of Martin Luther King weekend, as we once again welcome
our neighbors into our spiritual home to celebrate the work of Dr. King. It is these simple acts which help us to realize the
Repairing of Our World. I pray that we all work on building the bridges between ourselves and the rest of the world by
being kind to the stranger and helping to feed the hungry. These are ideas that need constant rededication. Please join us as
we worship HaShem in Shul and each in our own way repairing the world the Mitzvot. In doing so we will keep the spirit
of the lights of Chanukah, burning every night, not just for eight nights.

B’Shalom and see you in Shul.
Fred
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SHABBAT WITH
RABBI LOEL WEISS

Saturday, January 8

10:00 am

Kiddush volunteer needed
Please RSVP to
templeshalomrhodeisland@gmail.com
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Martin Luther King, Jr.
Shabbat at Temple Shalom

Friday, January 14
6:50 pm
223 Valley Road, Middletown
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Cantor Scheff and Daniel Berkman
will be joined by
The Voices of Unity Choir
The combined choirs of Mt. Zion AME and
Community Baptist Church under the
direction of Mrs. Frances-Elayne Johnson

Children will receive a book to take home.
Please email the Temple with the number of
children attending

Temple Shalom strongly recommends wearing
masks indoors regardless of vaccination status
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Dear Temple Shalom Community,

It is with great enthusiasm that we report on the success of our Yom Kippur Appeal and
Anniversary celebration. We asked you to support the future of Temple Shalom and you
have! Together we have raised $18,500 to begin the exciting process of securing Rabbini-
cal Leadership for our growing and thriving Jewish Community.

Our Temple Shalom Board has engaged Rabbi Kripper to begin leading services, facilitat-
ing Jewish education programs and offering spiritual guidance to our congregation begin-
ning in February. Rabbi Kripper will join Canter Scheft, Rabbi Weiss and Daniel Berkman
in advancing the future of Temple Shalom- a congregation that is growing and thriving.
Just this month we opened our doors for a Hanukkah party and The Jewish Alliance of
Greater Rhode Island Super Sunday event. The smell of latkes wafted through the air as
our community penned notes of gratitude to Jewish Alliance donors with the joyful sound
of children playing and celebrating around us. We invite you to look towards more events
and programs in the near future.

If you have not yet made a gift to support these efforts, it is not too late. Donate now and
know that you have made a personal contribution to the success of our synagogue and
contributed to the long lasting Jewish community we have created.

With heartfelt gratitude and joy,

Karen & Sara
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Sunday, January 16
11:00 am Children's Program

11:45 am Tu Bishvat Seder All Ages
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Join us for

Kiddush to Follow

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 11, 2022
7:00PM

Temple Shalom strongly recommends wearing a mask
indoors regardless of vaccination status.
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Save the date!

Join us at Temple Shalom to
Learn About & Celebrate

Purim Katan ("Little Purim")
and the

Hebrew Leap Year

Sunday February 13
3:30PM




Timeless Wisdom for Modern Life
with Rabbi Daniel Kripper

February 23, 2022 at 1:00PM
A virtual class

Let’s begin 2022 studying together
Pirkel Avot  nIax ‘7o

Topic 1: Gratitude and Contentedness.

Pirkei Avot, The Ethics of our Sages, provides for us a
template of the moral and ethical values and
perspectives of our tradition.

Please join us as we study and examine how these

ancient spiritual teachings provide for us a guidepost for
becoming a mensch.

RSVP templeshalomrhodeisland@gmail.com to confirm.




Chanukah Party

Thank you to all who supported our Hannukah 50/50 Raffle.
Congratulations to our winner, Leslie Saunders.



Temple Shalom Thanksgiving Food Drive VA =

Communry CentER

Thank you Hadley Bazarsky & Rebecca Shulman for a
Successful Thanksgiving Food Drive for the Martin Luther King
Center.




Scenes from Hebrew School

Photo credits to Molly Robinson, Oz Zohar, Sarah Perfido, and Jackie Mandel



SHALOM FUND

Mazel Tov to Chris Reidy on the birth of his grandson, Jacob.
By Dale Blumen

Mazel Tov to Lois & Stephen Schneller on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson, Riley
By Dale Blumen

Mazel Tov to Anne Berman on the birth of her grandson, August
By Karen Dannin
Ruth Ziegler
Fran & Michael Mendell
Abigail Anthony & Ethan Brown

Mazel Tov to Arlene & Robert Hicks celebrating their 50™ anniversary
By Ruth Ziegler
Lois & Stephen Schneller

Happy 90t Birthday to Hope Rubin
By Karen Dannin

Mazel Tov to Lois & Stephen Schneller celebrating their 50™ anniversary
By Leslie & Steve Saunders’
Arlene & Bob Hicks
Fran & Mike Mendell
Ruth Ziegler
Karen Dannin

Get Well to Sharon Margolis
By Ruth Ziegler
Lois & Stephen Schneller
Karen Dannin

In memory of Jean Singer
By Karen Dannin

In memory of David Peppercorn
By Leslie & Steve Saunders
Ruth Ziegler
Karen Dannin
Lois & Steve Schneller
Fran & Michael Mendell
Abigail Anthony & Ethan Brown

Whatever the occasion, birthday, anniversary, get well, condolences; a Shalom Card says it perfectly.
Cards are $5 and all donations help support the Temple.

For information about participating in the Shalom Fund call Ruth Ziegler — 846-5858 or email —
ruthziegler@cox.net.

Get Well! Mazel Tov! Condalences
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Have a happy

occasion coming up?

Consider sponsoring

a Shabbat Oneg (o

honor the occasion.

Email
TempleShalomRhodelIsland@gmail.com
to reserve your Shabbat service.

templeshalomrhodeisland.org
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Sign Up for PJ Library

In Rhodelsland ® q o® ®

PJ Library i1s a program that provides FREE high'
quality, age appropriate books, resources, and
engagement opportunities for families raising
children with Jewish values. All children in your
family, ages 0-13, can receive a subscription!

® & o°

e
©
e

®

To sign up:
pjlibrary.org/enroll-in-a-community
or contact Lyndsey Ursillo
lursillo@jewishallianceri.org
401-421-4111 ext. 141
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PJ Library is a program of the Jewish Alliance of Greater Rhode Island in partnership with the Harold Grinspoon Foundation.



CONSERVATOR NEWS

MISHABEIRACH LIST

At weekly services a prayer is offered for those who are ill and fighting disease. During this prayer for recovery the
names of those in need are mentioned. We request that names to be included on the list be submitted to the Temple
prior to Shabbat, email Cantor Scheff at fredsilio93@gmail.com and, that the names, which we already have be updated
on a regular basis.

HELP OUR SYNAGOGUE MEMBERSHIP GROW

The temple would like every member to assist them in their goal of increasing the membership of our congregation. In
order to accomplish our goal, we ask that you inform the Temple office of all families who have moved into your
neighborhood, as we would like to welcome them to our community

Contributions of many meaningful items can be dedicated at the Temple.
TO REMEMBER IS TO KEEP ALIVE

According to Jewish tradition, we honor our loved one’s memory by reciting Kaddish and by lighting a Yahrzeit candle on
the anniversary of their death. Temple Shalom offers opportunities to fulfill this Mitzvah by arranging contributions and
dedicating Memorial Plaques to perpetuate the memory of a loved one.

A Memorial Plaque is a constant reminder and a timely symbol of a cherished devotion to those we wish to
remember. On the anniversary date of the Yahrzeit a light is kindled next to the nameplate. In accordance

with Jewish tradition, whenever Yizkor is observed, a light should be kindled and Kaddish recited. . The next
time you are at Temple, look at our Yahrzeit Plaques, each with its own light, on the walls within the Sanctuary. All lights

on the walls will be lit for the four annual Yizkor Services.
The present contribution for a Memorial Plaque is $550.00. For additional information please contact the Temple

Located in the Temple Social Hall, the Tree of Life provides an opportunity to share life’s special occasions with your
Temple family. Loved ones, friends and members of the congregation are able to create permanent remembrances of
their joyous events so that future generations can look upon our yesterday as having been filled with hopes, dreams and
accomplishments. Leafs can be ordered with a donation of $125.00 per leaf. You will enjoy visiting the Temple and
finding your leaf on the tree.

Commemorate a special occasion, show your appreciation or remember a loved one by purchasing a chair plaque to be
installed on one of our sanctuary chairs. Our chair plagues make a perfect gift, too! Chair plaques can be ordered with
a donation of $250.00 per plaque.

Community News

Please inform the Temple of any community news you wish to share

Welcome New Members:
Deborah Mack & Sidney Olefson
Emily & Kwabena Gyimah

Mazel Tov to:
Patty & Loel Weiss on the engagement of the grandson, Gavi to Talya
Anne Berman on the birth of her grandson, August
Arlene & Robert Hicks celebrating their 50" anniversary
Lois & Stephen Schneller celebrating their 50" anniversary
Emily & Kwabena Gyimah on the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Benjamin



Get Well to:

Norman Zucker
David Nathanson
Arlene Zatz
Sharon Margolis
Bruce Meirowitz

Condolences to:

Mark Peppercorn on the passing of his father, David Peppercorn

The Temple gratefully acknowledges the following donations received from:

General Donations Yahrziet Remembrances
Arlene & Robert Hicks Martin & Nina Cohen
Robert Knight
Linda & David Nathanson

In memory of David Peppercorn
Edward Scheff

To music fund
Michael Whelihan

time to

UPDATE

Help us to keep you informed on Temple Events and happenings. Please fill out the form
below and return it to the Temple. We don’t want you to miss out on any events. Thank you
so much for your cooperation.

Return to Temple Shalom — 223 Valley Road — Middletown, Rl 02842
Name
Address

Phone — (home) (cell) -
Email




YAHRZEITS

Within the Jewish world there is an annual opportunity specially made for remembrance of those
who are no longer with us in life. On the anniversary of their departure, family and friends recite

the Kaddish.

The following Yahrzeits will be observed at Temple Shalom on the Friday closest to this date.

According to the Hebrew calendar the following Yahrzeits will begin at Sunset and continue thru the

following day.

May the observance of this day and the memories of your loved one be a source of
comfort, strength, and inspiration

January 2022

Jan 3 Howard Kay

Jan 6 Saul Goldberg

Jan7 Fannie Nemtzow

Jan 9 Harold Rogers

Jan11  Kathe Ziegler

Jan 13 Fannie Karp

Jan 14  Eva Seigel

Jan 16  Armand Minkin

Jan 17  Leon Siletchnik

Jan21  Max Rubin
Beverly Adler

Jan 27  Sylvia Wolf

Jan 28 Harry Wilfand
Gertrude Rogers
Edward Martin

Jan 29  Julia Walters

February 2022

Feb 1 Murray Kuperinsky
Feb 2 Louis Gold
Feb 3 Monroe Adler
Feb 6 Paul Zatz
Feb 7 Susan Reidy

Anna Jagolinzer
Feb 8  Clara Spader
Feb9  Joan Sue Botvin
Feb 11 David A Cohen
Feb 12 Ray Kahn
Feb 16 Dr. Mark Goldman
Feb 17 Harry Cohen
Feb 20 Harold Jagolinzer
Feb 21 David Kahn
Feb 22 Harry Carlin
Feb 25 Anna Martin

Feb 27

Leib Katzman



PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

NEWPORT
FAMILY 9.,
FOOT

JORDAN 5. SHEFF, DPM
MEDICINE & SURGERY OF THE FOOT
CARE . FROM INFANTS TO ELDERS
192 BROADWAY . NEWPORT - RI - 02840
P 401:846-8050 F 401-848.-0458

VISA « MASTERCARD + DISCOVER « AMEX

FIFTH WARD LIQUOR

695 THAMES ST . — NEWPORT
HOURS — MON.-SAT. 9AM - 10PM
SUN. 10AM - 6PM

FREE DELIVERY

SETH MARGOLIS
OWNER 401-847-4545

FIFTHWARDLIQUOR.COM

lomari

Emily Anthony
(401) 423-1193

Music for All Your SpecialOccasions

O'Neill-Hayes

CHARLES J. HAYES

FUNERAL HOME FUNERAL DRECTOR
smaseo  846-0932

465 SPRING STREET
NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND 02840

SOUTH COAST MEMORIALS
Cemetery Monuments and Lettering

Jeffrey Weissman
Partner

59 Greenlawn Street
Fall River
Massachusetts 02720

(508) 676-0335

(508) 730-7104 cell
(508) 679-9704 fax
jeffnjan11@comcast.net

HHONDA

Barbara Saccucci Radebach
Owner

1350 West Main Road
Middletown, RI 02842

barbara@saccucci.com

(401) 847-4737 (ext. 402)
Fax (401) 847-2999
www.saccucci.com

Minuteman

Press.
Aquidneck Island

Your Friendly, Locally Owned
Design & Print Solution.

NOW OFFERING
CUSTOMIZABLE GIFTS!

NO MINIMUM!

P:401.619.1650 E: info@mmp-ri.com
Find us online at www.mmp-ri.com

687 West Main Rd ¢ Middletown, RI 02842 <
WE DESIGN, PRINT & PROMOTE YOU!
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Friendship, faith, community
Shabbat and holiday observance

#

Lectures & discussions s
Tikkun Olam and service projects Follow us on:
Women's group

Children's programs 223 Valley Road, Middletown, RI



