
It might have been the effect of the twinkly lights, or the effect of my bubbly drink, but as I looked around our dinner 
table watching these friends laughing at each other’s stories, I knew in that moment that Temple Shalom has a bright 
future. We were gathered to celebrate one of life’s many blessings – Ellen Shallcross’s hard earned Masters Degree 
in accounting- and support Ellen as she enters the job market. The love and caring shown around that dinner table 
is the outcome of the work we’ve done to build a Temple Shalom community. There are numerous anecdotes that I 
can share to illustrate how far our community has come in the last year: Temple members turned out to celebrate 
baby Noa and support Isaac Kardon and Lindsay Lieberman in the trials and joy of parenthood. Susan and Greg 
Harris sponsored a special oneg and flew from Phoenix, Arizona and back in less than 24 hours to attend a Shabbat 
service with their son Seth, a student at Officer Candidate School. Susan explained that Temple Shalom became 
very important to Seth during this difficult part of his training. The common refrain that I hear is that people feel 
welcome and embraced at Temple Shalom. I am more confident than ever that Temple Shalom will thrive. 

The numbers support my confidence. Membership is up nearly 20 percent from 2018, with the addition of 8 new 
memberships that include families with young children, couples, retirees, and students. We’ve joyfully welcomed 2 
babies to our community in 2019. 

I am not a Pollyanna. Temple Shalom faces challenges and hard questions about our future: the building is overdue 
for maintenance and a major repair would put us in the red; it is a long road to the level of financial sustainability 
that would allow us to hire a rabbi; and the congregation needs to think hard about whether denominational labels 
are limiting. As we begin a new calendar year and a new decade, Temple Shalom will pursue a comprehensive 
strategy to be a thriving congregation:

1) Continue to improve communication with members and the broader Jewish and Aquidneck Island 
community.

2) Ensure that Temple Shalom remains a safe, welcoming, and highly utilized facility.

3) Serve as a center of community for religious exploration and conversation as a torchbearer of 
social action and community service on Aquidneck Island.

4) Energize the congregation through new and exciting learning opportunities and perspectives 
while planning for spiritual leadership.

5) Develop a realistic financial plan to long term financial sustainability, enabling the congregation to 
hire increasingly consistent spiritual leadership and sustain a major building expense. 

In 2020, Temple Shalom will launch new programs, welcome new faces, and be open to new ideas, while honoring 
and respecting the Temple’s history and legacy. Whether you have been a member since the Birdland Café days or 
this is your first Conservator, you will be an important part of Temple Shalom’s future. See you in 2020!

Abigail Anthony

Temple Shalom is an embracing, supportive, vibrant community which is committed to observing Conservative Judaism in a contemporary and progressive tradition and 
which is devoted to the continuation of Jewish values, education and culture. Temple Shalom honors the diversity of its members and is dedicated to their spiritual, intel-
lectual and religious growth.
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Schedule of Services at Temple Shalom
January - February 2020

Support Our Shabbat Services Someone Needs a Minyan

Sponsors needed for all Oneg Shabbats 
Contact Emily Anthony to volunteer at 

emilyanth@gmail.com 

Times and dates sometimes are subject to change.  If we 
have your email address it would be easier for us to no-
tify you of any changes on the calendar.  Please forward 

your current email address to: mike283@gmail.com

Schedule of Services at Temple Shalom 
January – February 2020 

 

 

 

SSuuppppoorrtt  OOuurr  SShhaabbbbaatt  SSeerrvviicceess  
SSoommeeoonnee  NNeeeeddss  aa  MMiinnyyaann  

 
Friday evening, January 3rd at 6:30 pm 
Family Service Shabbat –  
The Cantor will lead the worship 
Yahrzeits observed 
Pizza Dinner for Kids @ 5:45 
Oneg Shabbat will follow the services 
 

Friday evening, January 10th at 7:30 pm 
Kabbalat Shabbat –  
The Cantor will lead the worship 
Yahrzeits observed 
An Oneg Shabbat will follow the services 
 

Friday evening, January 17th at 6:30 pm 
Martin Luther King Shabbat –  
The Cantor, along with guest clergy will lead the worship 
Yahrzeits observed 
A Community Pot Luck Dinner will follow services 
 

Friday evening, January 24th at 7:30 pm 
Kabbalat Shabbat –  
The Cantor will lead the worship 
Yahrzeits observed 
An Oneg Shabbat will follow the services 
 

Friday evening, January 31st at 7:30 pm 
Kabbalat Shabbat –  
The Cantor will lead the worship 
Yahrzeits observed 
An Oneg Shabbat will follow the services 
 
 
 

 
Friday evening, February 7th at 6:30 pm 
Family Service Shabbat –  
The Cantor will lead the worship 
Yahrzeits observed 
Pizza Dinner for Kids @ 5:45 
Oneg Shabbat will follow the services 
 
Friday evening, February 14th at 7:30 pm 
Kabbalat Shabbat –  
Yahrzeits observed 
The Cantor will lead the worship 
An Oneg Shabbat will follow the services 
 
Friday evening, February 21st at 7:30 pm 
Kabbalat Shabbat –  
The Cantor will lead the worship 
Yahrzeits observed 
 Oneg Shabbat will follow the services 
 
Friday evening, February 28th at 7:30 pm 
Kabbalat Shabbat –  
The Cantor will lead the worship 
Yahrzeits observed 
 Oneg Shabbat will follow the services 
 
 
 
 

SSppoonnssoorr  nneeeeddeedd  ffoorr  aallll  OOnneegg  SShhaabbbbaattss 
CCoonnttaacctt  EEmmiillyy  AAnntthhoonnyy  ttoo  vvoolluunntteeeerr  aatt 

emilyanth@gmail.com  
 
 



THE CANTOR’S CORNER

MARTIN LUTHER KING SABBATH
JANUARY 17, 2020

As the darkness of the long nights has finally turned the corner, we are blessed 
with a growing amount of light every day. In the history of our country or even 
the world, one of the people who marched toward the light was the Reverend Dr. 
Martin Luther King. He fought for equal rights for all, a stinging beacon of hope to 
all who sought light. He fought for justice for the downtrodden. But you know all 
that already. Sadly in our time we are seeing resurgence in the divide between the 
races and faiths. As we, at Temple Shalom, have done for many years, we will begin 
the Aquidneck Island Martin Luther King Memorial week end. We have plans 
for a wonderful evening of fellowship as celebrate through our worship together 
with members of our African American Community. Reverend Alvin Riley will be 

preaching as well as Deacon Paul St. Laurent. The Combined choirs of the Zion AME and Community Baptist 
Church, under the direction of Frances Johnson will lead us in raising our voices. Our service is at a special time: 
6:30 PM, followed by a community pot luck, as we break bread together and share food and fellowship. Please 
join us. Let us take the lights of Hanukkah to our community and let the spirt of the rededication of the Temple 
guide us to rededicate our lives to Tikun Olam- Repairing the World. I pray that the warmth of our time together 
keep us warm through our cold winter months. See you in Shul.

Shalom, Fred

The anniversary of Martin Luther King’s birthday will be observed during 
the weekend of January 17h-20th.  Once again the occasion will begin with a 
Friday evening service at Temple Shalom worship, together with members of 
our African American Community. Reverend Alvin Riley will be preaching as 
well as Deacon Paul St. Laurent. The Combined choirs of the Zion AME and 

Community Baptist Church, under the direction of Frances Johnson will lead us in raising our voices. Our 
service is at a special time: 6:30 PM, followed by a community pot luck, as we break bread together and 
share food and fellowship.

This is an opportunity not only to become better acquainted, but also to explore ways we can put our ideals 
into practice.

TORAH TOTS
Sunday, January 19th at 9:00 AM

Sunday, February 16th at 9:00 AM
Temple Shalom’s new preschool program was launched 
in September. The program is called Torah Tots and 
is designed for children ages 0-5 years, but is open to 
slightly older kids as well. Some of the older siblings 
are great helpers! 

Each Torah Tots program includes a story, craft or 
activity, a snack, and social and play time.  In January 
the program will learn about Tikun Olam an in 
February they will learn about Purim.  All are welcome 
to participate and 
to worship.  

 

                                                                                       

 

TORAH TOTS 

Temple Shalom's new preschool program launched in September. The program is 
called Torah Tots and is designed for children ages 0-5 years, but is open to 
slightly older kids as well. Some of the older siblings are great helpers! In 
September, the tots read a Rosh Hashana story featuring Elmo, decorated honey 
jars, and enjoyed crunchy apples and honey. The Torah Tots also visited the 
Godena Farm in Jamestown to learn the fascinating dynamics of beehives, honey-
making, and pollinator plants. Did you know that honey starts as mostly water 
and the bees flap their wings to cause the water to evaporate until it reaches a 
16% concentration?! In October, the children scooped out pumpkins and roasted 
pumpkin seeds and enjoyed several stories and a snack in the Temple Shalom 
Sukkah. Ethan Brown will lead the story and craft on November 17th and the 
theme will be gratitude. On December 22 at 9:30 am, the Torah Tots will host a 
Hannukah Party and all are welcome. Watch your email for details, but it is sure 
to include latkes.  
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Aquidneck Jewish Film Festival
The Aquidneck Jewish Film Festival will once again be presenting films, led by Jeffrey Martin

January 25th, 7:00 pm at Temple Shalom:
WISH I WAS HERE - 2014 - 1hr 46min, rated R

A comedy directed by directed by Zach Braff with Mandy Patinkin, Kate Hudson, Jim Parsons, Aidan Bloom (Zach 
Braff). A struggling actor lives in Los Angeles with his wife (Kate Hudson) and two children, Grace and Tucker. Up 
until now, Aidan’s father, Gabe (Mandy Patinkin), has been paying for the children’s schooling, but he is now gravely 
ill. Thus, Aidan attempts to home-school his offspring. As his chaotic curriculum leads to some surprising self-
discoveries for his family, Aiden must reassess his career, his relationships and his faith. A struggling actor, father 
and husband find himself at a major crossroad, which forces him to examine his life, his family and his career.

Macaron Baking Lesson 
with Ellen Shallcross

Have you ever wanted to learn to make those fancy French 
confections you’ve admired in bakery windows but seem too 
intimidating for you to make?

Learn how with Temple Shalom’s 
Ellen Shallcross!

Sunday, February 6th at 1:30 PMRSVP to ershallcr@gmail.com as soon as possible.  
The workshop is limited to 8 participants. 

$10 materials fee

Lindsay Lieberman and Isaac Kardon and 
baby Noa at the celebration to welcome 
Temple Shalom’s newest member

Kids playing at the celebration for 
baby Noa

Kids playing at the celebration for 
baby Noa

Ford Herchenroether and Samson 
Brown at Temple Shalom’s Family 
Service

November Torah Tots making Ellen Shallcross providing 
instruction on making 
macarons

OCS student Seth Harris providing 
accompaniment at Temple Shalom’s 
Family Service

TEMPLE HAPPENINGS



TEMPLE SHALOM 
ROSH CHODESH GROUP

Rosh Chodesh is the minor holiday that marks the beginning of 
every Hebrew month, marked by the birth of a new moon. Rosh 
Chodesh has long been considered a special holiday for women 
and has long been a time for Jewish women to gather for a wide 
variety of activities, from study, to sharing a meal, discussing issues 
important to women, and working for social change. In 2020, 

Temple Shalom will revive that tradition and launch a Rosh Chodesh group with a meeting that occurs on (or 
near) the new moon in each new month. The group will often meet at the Temple, but may meet at peoples’ 
homes or elsewhere. The group will meet on a different night of the week each month and one doesn’t have to 
attend every meeting to be part of the group. The Temple Shalom Rosh Chodesh group will be inclusive and 
embracing of all women who want to participate. 

Rosh Hodesh Meeting
Monday, January 27th at 5:30 PM at Temple Shalom

Or Cohen, guest speaker
    Or Cohen, is 28 years old and lives in a small village (moshav) near Netanya. She has 
three younger sisters, and her father works on her family’s farm. Two years ago her mother 
passed away, after fighting cancer for three months.

As a teen, she was a champion swimmer, specializing in the butterfly stroke. She joined the 
navy (rather than try out for the Olympics) and participated in combat operations as the 
executive officer of a missile ship. She was the first female commander of an Israeli patrol 
boat. Later, she was the commander of the academic phase of Israel’s naval academy.

Following her release from the IDF with the rank of Lieutenant Commander, she traveled around the world: 
Kyrgyzstan, Vietnam, Philippines, USA. She spent some time last year in a cross-cultural delegation to 
Northern Westchester County, New York, as part of the Tzahal Shalom program, speaking at schools, churches, 
synagogues, community events, etc. In Israel this past year, she volunteered in a children’s hospital, taught 
swimming and coached a teen water polo team. She earned her BA cum laude from Haifa University.

During the past few months in Rhode Island, she has been teaching in various schools and speaking to a number 
of groups. She has found time to visit Newport every month.

Discussion with Lindsay Lieberman
Tuesday, February 25th at 5:30 pm at Temple Shalom

Lindsay is a Senior Associate at the law firm of C.A. Goldberg, specializing in blackmail, extortion, sextortion, 
cyber sexual abuse, and on and offline forms of stalking and harassment.  Prior to joining C.A. Goldberg, 
Lindsay Lindsay was a Kings County (NY) prosecutor in the Special Victims Bureau and is a member of the Sex 
and Law Committee of the New York City Bar Association and a member of the Cyber Sexual Abuse Task Force. 

Mark your calendars as not to miss these events. 



TEMPLE SHALOM 
YOM KIPPUR / SECURITY APPEAL

FELICITACIONES                PARABENS                  TAHANINA
CONGRATULATIONS          MAZEL TOV

One might ask, “what’s the commotion?”  The response is that the congregation has much to celebrate. All of our 
very varied and well-attended activities are representative of the interests of the participants.  
The new year started with our annual yom kippur appeal dedicated to the security of our congregants, visitors 
and our building itself.  
The financial response was the greatest we have ever realized in our history and the participation is well over 2/3 
of our congregation members with pledges and money still coming in. (A reminder to the very few who have not 
contributed toward a goal of 100% participation.)  
Of particular note to share is the following message and donation, among many; we received from members of 
the christian community.  
“Temple shalom is such a blessing – not only to you, the members – but to the whole community where your 
mending of the world is vibrant and visible.  We are so grateful for your presence and your perseverance as you  so 
faithfully live up to your name!”

Mazel Tov to Dale Blumen the wonderful chanting of the Maftir
    By Susan Mayes

Mazel Tov to Margo & Michael Vale on the birth of their granddaughter.
    By Emily Anthony

Get Well to Karen Dannin
    By Lois & Steve Schneller
     Ruth Ziegler

In Memory of Gerry Bolusky 
    By  Fran & Michael Mendell

Whatever the occasion, birthday, anniversary, get well, condolences, a Shalom Card says it perfectly.  Cards are 
$5 and all donations help support the Temple.

For information about participating in the Shalom Fund call Ruth Ziegler 
846-5858 or email – ruthziegler@cox.net. 

SHALOM FUND



CONSERVATOR NEWS
MISHABEIRACH LIST

At weekly services a prayer is offered for those who are 
ill and fighting disease. During this prayer for recovery 
the names of those in need are mentioned. We request 
that names to be included on the list be submitted 
to the Temple prior to Shabbat, and, that the names, 
which we already have be updated on a regular basis. 

SPONSOR AN ONEG SHABBAT/KIDDUSH

Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush: We learn more about 
each other and grow stronger as a community when we 
break bread together. Towards that goal, each Shabbat 
service ends on a sweet note with dessert and coffee. 
Saturday services are followed by a Kiddush luncheon. 
It can be inconvenient to go make an extra trip to the 
market and arrive at services early to set up. It is very 
easy, however, to contribute to the Oneg/Kiddush fund 
so that the same volunteers aren’t burdened by the cost 
week after week. You may also consider donating the 
cost of a specific Oneg or Kiddush in commemoration 
or in honor of a loved one.

Please contact Emily Anthony – 401-447-0323 or 
emilyanth@gmail.com.

HELP OUR SYNAGOGUE MEMBERSHIP GROW

The temple would like every member to assist them 
in their goal of increasing the membership of our 
congregation. In order to accomplish our goal, we ask 
that you inform the Temple office of all families who 
have moved into your neighborhood, as we would like 
to welcome them to our community

SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP

We are very grateful to Rabbi Loel Weiss for donating 
his time and expertise to lead Saturday Shabbat 
services. Temple Shalom also invites guest Rabbis and 
rabbinical students to lead weeknight discussions and 
services from time-to-time. We offer a very modest 
honorarium to cover our guests’ travel and preparation 
time. Our guest leaders provide fresh sermon 
perspectives, introduce us to new ideas and styles, 
and stimulate curiosity that draws old and new faces 
into the building. Please consider donating towards 
spiritual leadership

SAFETY and SECURITY 

Jewish congregations across the country are increasing 
security measures. We have received some initial 
funding from the Jewish Alliance to get started and 
need to raise matching funds. 

Grant provided by U.S. Homeland Security 
Department for security at the Temple.  Grant 
response prepared by Ethan Brown, Abigail Anthony 
and Stephen Schneller.   This will include new steel 
doors at entrances, bullet resistant glass, cameras on 
each door among other details.

Funds provided by Touro Fraternal Organization of 
Rhode Island for physical security monitoring during 
the High Holidays.  Request for such funds prepared 
by Stephen Schneller.

Associated funding for security enhancements 
provided by Jewish Alliance of RI.  Grant responses 
prepared by Ethan Brown, Abigail Anthony and 
Stephen Schneller,

The presence of professional security personnel at 
regular services and special occasions is also costly 
and is not covered by grants. Please consider donating 
towards building upgrades or security personnel

Thanks to those who worked on preparing various 
grant requests to assist in ensuring safety and security 
at the Temple:

TO REMEMBER IS TO KEEP ALIVE

According to Jewish tradition, we honor our loved 
one’s memory by reciting Kaddish and by lighting 
a Yahrzeit candle on the anniversary of their death. 
Temple Shalom offers opportunities to fulfill this 
Mitzvah by arranging contributions and dedicating 
Memorial Plaques to perpetuate the memory of a loved 
one.

A Memorial Plaque is a constant reminder and a 
timely symbol of a cherished devotion to those we wish 
to remember.  On the anniversary date of the Yahrzeit 
a light is kindled next to the nameplate. In accordance 
with Jewish tradition, whenever Yizkor is observed, a 
light should be kindled and Kaddish recited.

The present contribution for a Memorial Plaque is 



General Donations
 Susan Harris 
 Helaine Hartman 
 Edward & Helene Scheff 
 Joseph A. Dannin Memorial Fund at the  
 Jewish Federation Foundation of Greater  
 Rhode Island.

Oneg Shabbat and Kiddush

 Karen Dannin

Safety & Security

 Alan R. Rote 
 The Revs. Charles & Leslie    
 Simonson

Torah Tots

 Monte & Ellen Sokol

Yahrziet Remembrances 

 David & Linda Nathanson

Yom Kippur Appeal

 Stewart & Karen Abramson 
 Anne Berman 
 Martin & Nina Cohen 
 Charles & Rosa Herckis 
 Marcia Meirowitz 
 Philip & Laurie Rubin 
 Leslie & Stephen Saunders 
 Stephen & Lois Schneller

The Temple gratefully acknowledges the 
following donations received from:

Thank you to all whose very generous Yom Kippur Appeal responses have been received.  In addition 
to designating these funds toward our security needs, it is the desire to have 100% congregant 

participation and to this end we are almost there.  So be sure you have mailed your check, regardless of 
the amount, to reach our 100% goal.  We’ll report as soon as it happens!

$550.00.  For additional information please contact 
the Temple.  Contributions of many meaningful and 
needed items can be dedicated at the Temple.

Community News

Please inform the Temple of any community news you 
wish to share

Welcome New Members:

     Rachel Call 
     Lindsay Lieberman & Isaac Kardon

Mazel Tov to:

     Lindsay Lieberman & Isaac Kardon on the birth of 
their daughter, Noa

     Margo & Michael Vale on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Carole Elizabeth.

     Ellen Shallcross on finishing her Masters Degree in 
Accounting

Get Well to:

    Arlene Zatz



TEMPLE

SHALOM 

MONTHLY 

TIKKUN OLAM DRIVES

October- Socks & Underwear

November-Coats

December- Hats, Gloves& Mittens

January-Toiletries

February- Pet Food & Toys

March- Home & Cleaning Supplies

April- Food Drive 

May- Diapers and Wipes

June- Summer Fun Supplies 

(bathing suits, sun block & toys)

July- Peanut Butter

August- Back to School Supplies

For more information or to suggest a item for

collection please contact Sara Meirowitz at

SMeirowitz@gmail.com or visit the Temple Shalom

Website at: 

https://www.templeshalomrhodeisland.org/

Please Note: All Items will be collected at 

Temple Shalom:  223 Valley Road, Middletown, RI  

for the duration of the month 



Within the Jewish world there is an annual opportunity specially made for remembrance 
of those who are no longer with us in life.  On the anniversary of their departure, family 
and friends recite the Kaddish.

The following Yahrzeits will be observed at Temple Shalom on the Friday closest to this 
date.

According to the Hebrew calendar the following Yahrzeits will begin at Sunset and continue thru the 
following day.

May the observance of this day and the memories of your loved one be a source of comfort, 
strength, and inspiration.

January 2020
Jan 4  Edith Siletchnik 

Jan 6 Saul Scheff 
 Jean Friedman 

Jan 7 Pearl Wilfand 
 Annie Gold 
 Sylvia Brown Gross 

Jan 16 Samuel Kaplan

Jan 17 Sadie Adelman

Jan 18 Dr. Lewis Abramson 
 Bonnie Nichols

Jan 19 Fred Jurmann

Jan 22 Sam Cadesky 

Jan 27 Howard Kay

Jan 30 Saul Goldberg

Jan 31 Fannie Nemtzow

YAHRZEITS

February 2020
Feb 2 Harold Rogers

Feb 4 Kathe Ziegler

Feb 6 Fannie Karp

Feb 7 Eva Seigel

Feb 9 Armand Minkin

Feb 10 Leon Siletchnik

Feb 14 Max Rubin 
 Beverly Adler

Feb 20 Sylvia Wolf

Feb 21 Harry Wilfand 
 Gertrude Rogers 
 Edward Martin

Feb 22 Julia Walters

Feb 25 Murray Kuperinsky

Feb 26 Lewis Gold

Feb 27 Monroe Adler



401.619.1650 • info@mmp-ri.com • www.mmp-ri.com
687 West Main Rd • Middletown, RI 02842

WE DESIGN, PRINT & PROMOTE YOU!

Your Friendly, Locally Owned
Design & Print Solution.

All of your design and printing needs are covered at Minuteman Press!
Banners & Posters • Premium Business Cards • Brochures & Rack Cards 

Custom Stationery • Booklets & Programs • Promotional Items • Direct Mail
NO JOB IS TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL!

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Unique Cakes and Confections
by Pastry Chef
Marla Romash

www.marlasmagic.com
order@marlasmagic.com



January/February

FIRST CLASS

S
H A L O M

 

 

ANNUAL MARTIN LUTHER KING 
SABBATH SERVICE 

Friday, January 17th 

6:30 PM 

TEMPLE SHALOM 

VALLEY ROAD, MIDDLETOWN 

PLEASE JOIN US AND OUR FELLOW COMMUNITY 
CLERGY AT THS MEANINGFUL SERVICE 


